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   It’s back to school time! One of my 
favorite things about each new school 
year is the new beginnings that it brings. 
A fresh start…full of so many possibilities and so 
much potential!  
   At this time of year, strings students are awash 
with anticipation and eagerness to learn. Whether 
it’s the excitement of having that new piece of 
music to master while fostering better technical 
habits, or they are just beginning to play an 
instrument for the first time; parents and teachers 
need to take advantage of their fervor. Let’s all 
embrace this energy and build upon it so that we 
can sustain our students’ excitement for playing 
their instruments throughout the whole year.    
   One of the best ways to keep strings students 
motivated is setting them up for success. And to be 
successful, one must practice. Parents and students 
should set a daily expectation of practice with 
small goals to be mastered in each practice session. 
The time is now to indoctrinate consistent and 
productive practice habits in your home. “Practice 
every day that you eat”! When it comes to quality 
vs. quantity; though we all desire quality, there is 
something to be said for quantity as well when it 
comes to time spent with our instruments. 10,000 
hours (of deliberate and quality practice) makes an 
expert!  

 

   The end of summer can come way too 
early, but there are definitely some things 
to look forward to as we start the new 
school year. Each new year is a fresh start, 
a blank slate for parents, teachers and 
students to write their new futures, redefine 
who they are and adopt a great new attitude 
for success. As long as everyone stays 
positive, the first few weeks of school can 
be a great beginning to your new life story.  
   So, finish that back to school shopping 
and make the most of our Back-To-School 
Night on Tuesday, August 6th. Remember, 
this is a valuable opportunity to learn 
important information as well as introduce 
yourself to teachers and other families, and 
to volunteer to help.   
   This year, Back-to-School Night will 
have a new twist as we celebrate new 
families starting at 5:00 pm and welcome 
back returning families at 5:30 pm. This 
gives our new families a tiny head start on 
acclimating to our campus, 
our classrooms and our 
staff.  It will also provide a 
less crowded atmosphere 
for meeting other first-time 
families. Once joined by 
our returning SCS 
students, all Back-To-
School activities will 
provide parents the opportunity to meet 
teachers and staff, care for administrative 
details in the office, reconnect with SCS 

friends and get a feel for everything 
familiar and all things new.  
   Going from long, lazy summer days back 
to the rigors of a classroom can be a bumpy 
road for everyone involved. First day jitters 
are to be expected. Whether it’s your first 
day of kindergarten or the first day of your 
senior year in high school, everyone gets 
first day jitters. And we’re not just talking 
about students. Parents and teachers get 
those jitters too, wondering who will be in 
their class, what the new teacher will be 
like and a host of other concerns. It's 
normal for children to experience a range of 
emotions about returning to school. Though 
each child responds differently, parents can 
take steps to address jitters and make the 
transition time smoother.  
   Ask questions to determine how your 
child is feeling and follow up by asking 
what makes them feel a certain way. School 
starts on Wednesday, August 7th with an 

early release day, which is 
the perfect opportunity to 
ease your child into the new 
routine. Take the time now 
to plan a special lunch with 
your kids and talk about 
their first day. Be prepared 
to validate your child’s 
concerns and be supportive 

and encouraging by offering helpful 
solutions. Make this new year the best ever! 

                SEE YOU THERE! 
  



   Welcome back students and parents! We 
are so excited to be starting the school year 
off with such amazing families and an 
awesome Upper Elementary team.  

   We hope everyone had a fantastic break 
and we are anxiously waiting to hear all of 
your adventure stories. Suzi and Maija are 
returning along with some great new 
teachers joining the Upper Elementary team 
as well.   

   Lucy Hill will be joining 
us full time in the UE 
classroom. We managed to 
steal her away from 
Montessori training and 
begged her to come see our 
campus and community. 
When Lucy and her girls 
toured our campus, they 

fell in love at first sight. As a bonus, we 
now have three trained Montessori teachers 
in our room! When Lucy was born, her 
parents lived in a small home near the trout 
farm in Oak Creek Canyon.  Although she 
did not grow up in the area, Sedona has 
always felt like home to Lucy.  She has 
been living in Phoenix for the last 11 years 
and is excited to have the opportunity to 
spend more time in nature, enjoy the cooler 
weather, make new friends and mentor new 

true Montessorian. Haley is excited to be 
joining us here in Sedona and “ believes 
that teaching children moral values that 
reflect empathy, respect, and compassion is 
very important as well as emphasizing 
individuality and independence in 
learning.”  
   In her free time, Haley likes to be 
outdoors as much as possible. Growing up 
by the water she was able to spend a lot of 
time going to beaches, kayaking, and 
boating. She also enjoys hiking and 
exploring nature. Her hobbies include 
photography and acrylic painting. She 
enjoys taking pictures of landscapes and 
portraits. Some of her favorite painters are 
Salvador Dali, Vincent van Gogh, and 
Claude Monet.  
   Be sure to look for Haley at Back-To-
School Night and welcome her to Sedona 
and SCS. She is very excited to explore all 
that Arizona has to offer! 

students.  When not in the classroom, Lucy 
enjoys painting, traveling, spending time 
with family, yoga, vegan cooking, hiking 
and reading.  We are absolutely thrilled to 
have Lucy and her two daughters joining 
our SCS family. They are all excited to 
begin the new year and enjoy some of our 
cooler weather and breathtaking hikes.  

   Heidi Nila will be 
student teaching with 
us from August until 
December. Heidi was 
originally scheduled 
to attend another 
school, but upon 

touring our campus, quickly changed her 
mind and decided to join our SCS family as 
well. Heidi also loves this area and has 
already relocated here with her tiny house 
and family in tow. 

   As you can see, we are staffed with some 
amazing talent and raring to get started.  
We have one more teacher to add to our 
team and are excited to introduce you on 
Back-To-School Night on August 6th! 
Enjoy your last few days of summer 
vacation and come out to meet our UE 
staff.  We are planning for a great year in 
our Upper Elementary classroom.  

Play Is Important 
      Play is the key to physical, mental, 
intellectual and social well-being of children.   
Because children spend a reasonable amount 
of time in school each day, school play time is 
often the most active part of their day. 

Therefore, school 
playgrounds and school 
playtime are vitally 
important to children for 
their fun and relaxation as 

well as for the development of healthy lives 
and habits. School playgrounds allow children 
to fulfill their activity and learning needs as 
they play on their own initiative and interact 
with their peers.  
   But did you also know that it only takes a 
handful of common objects to create a 
playground? Some balls, a stick, an empty box, 
open space...    Imagination often flourishes 
when there is less, not more, playground 
equipment. That being said, we want to assure 
parents and students that we have been, and 
continue to be, working hard to cut through the 
red-tape of permits to get our playground back 
up and running for the enjoyment of all. So, 
please be patient while we jump through the 
regulatory hoops of compliance and 
certification to ensure your children are safe. 
   In the meantime, let’s foster some creative 
imagination while still allowing our children 
the recreational time they need each day to run, 
play, re-ignite brain activity and nurture 
healthy lives.  

able to help in our classroom. 
   We have also had a change in our teaching 
team. KC will not be joining us next year as 
she was unexpectedly called away to help 
with family down in the Valley. We have an 
address for her if your student would like to 
write her a letter, and she plans to come and 

visit during the school 
year.  
   Haley Seiber will be 
joining our team as the 
newest facilitating 
teacher in the Lower 
Elementary classroom.  
Haley is originally from 
the Sunshine State of 
Florida although she 

was born in Massachusetts. She grew up in 
Florida and attended St. Petersburg College 
where she earned her degree in Educational 
Leadership Studies. Haley was introduced to 
the Montessori method during her senior 
year of college while interning in a 
Montessori School as an assistant. After 
graduation, she became a full time assistant 
and was immersed in what it is like to be a 

      This has been another wild summer for the 
staff in the LE classroom. We put in new 
carpet at the beginning of June and spent the 
summer putting the classroom back together! 
Thank you to the parents who were able to 
come and help during this process.  
   Katarina endured the hard work and heat 
welcoming her beautiful baby boy, Riley 
Dylan (8 lbs, 21 inches long) to her family on 
July 23rd. She will be taking 4 weeks off at 
the start of the school year, returning to the 
classroom by mid-September. Katarina is 
looking forward to Riley joining her at school 
and being introduced to students, staff and 

parents.  
   While Katarina is on 
maternity leave, 
Mackenzie Pace will be 
filling in full-time. 
Mackenzie taught in the 
Upper Elementary 
classroom last year but is 
taking a step back from full
-time teaching as she is 
expecting a little one in 

December. We are blessed that she will be 



   The Middle School classroom has been an 
active place readying for our new and exciting 
school year together.  

   First off, we must introduce 
our wonderful new teaching 
team. Jacki Rice, Principal 
Educator and Kaitlin Sublette, 
Facilitating Teacher, are 
excited to join our SCS family. 
Jacki moved to Sedona to be 
closer to her adult children and 
was ecstatic to find SCS. She 

has been an educator since 1986 teaching all 
subjects, grades K-8. She injects joy into 
teaching and characterizes her classrooms as 
"fun" and "deep thinking."  
   Kaitlin moved from her 
home near Chicago and can't 
wait to share her intensely 
creative flare. She has a knack 
for assuring that all students 
understand work, which can 
mean transforming ideas into 
rap songs, pottery or skits.  
She knows no bounds in keeping learning fun.   

   Alexandra Winter will join the 
MS team teaching  English 
Language Arts in the afternoons. 
She is certified to teach ELA in 
grades 6 to 12. In addition, Tim 
Smith returns to SCS as our math 
and physical education teacher. 
In his never-ending zeal to excite 
all students about math, he can 

be found incorporating movement, sports and 
games into his classes on any given day. What 
a team! We can't wait to meet the students and 
create our new community.  
     Secondly, there has been lots of activity in 
and out of the classroom this summer. The 

garden is growing like 
crazy. The tomatoes 
and corn are well on 
their way to harvest and 
may hold out for 
students' return. Jacki's 
husband Michael installed a new irrigation 
system so that this school year we'll have 
more time for harvesting, weeding and 

planting for the 
new season.  
   Our classroom 
has had some 
lovely 
transformations 
as well. We have 
a new, very large 
whiteboard space 

for all of us to use for presentations, 
organization and lessons. We've rearranged 
furniture, refreshed the couch with a new 
cover, and now have a metal letter board for 
magnetic messaging.  
   And we cannot forget 
our wonderful pet 
friends. It’s been a quiet 
summer for them, and 
they eagerly await their 
students' return. 

   We have wonderful 
field trips, projects and 
activities planned for 
this year and can't wait 
to learn more about our 
new group of young 
people.  

 Together, we will make this a great year. 
Join us for Back-To-School Night on Tuesday 
August 6th and be sure to introduce yourself. 
Hope to see you there. 

Dear Students, Parents and Staff, 
 
   My name is Yamile Daher and I am 
delighted to be your new Governing 
Council President. I’d like to welcome you 
to the exciting new school year that is to 
come and invite you to our Back-To-School 
Night on Tuesday, August 6th! I hope 
everyone had a fun and eventful summer, 
and I look forward to meeting you soon. 

   I’d like to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself.  I received my Bachelor 
of Arts, in Translation and Interpretation – 
Spanish/English from California State 
University, Long Beach.  I then proceeded 
to obtain a Master of Arts in Counseling 
Psychology from Argosy University, Los 
Angeles.  I am currently a Licensed 
Associate Counselor and have recently 
applied for independent licensure. I began 
my career as a volunteer with Big Brothers 
Big Sisters, the nation’s largest volunteer 
supported mentoring network.  

   Simultaneously, I worked as a Suicide 
Crisis Counselor for Didi Hirsch Mental 
Health Services at the Suicide Prevention 
Center in Los Angeles, CA. Since moving 
to Sedona from Los Angeles with my 
husband about four years ago, I have been 
working as an Adult and Child Therapist in 
private practice, at a local community 
mental health center and until recently, at 
the behavioral health unit at the hospital.  

   It has always been a passion of mine to 
serve my local community, and I look 
forward to getting to know our SCS families 
and providing support in whichever ways I 
can. Thanks for your dedication to our 
school and here’s to a great year! 
 

 
Yamile Daher, President 
Sedona Charter School Governing Council. 
                            
"You're off to a great place, today is your 
day, your mountain is waiting, so get on 
your way!"                              -- Dr. Seuss 

• Healthy food is important. 
Students who eat healthy breakfasts before arriving at school and who eat healthy lunches for the 
day tend to have more productive, happy time here. Treats can be fine in moderation, but quality 
food creates quality life. We see it at school every day!                                    — Jacki Rice, MS 

• Shoes can make or break their day. 
There’s nothing more distracting than a pair of uncomfortable shoes. Make shopping for a new 
pair a fun event that hypes the new school year. Be sure they are comfortable and broken in before 
Day One. That way we can have everyone’s full attention.                     — Katarina Houser, LE 

• If you get them excited before school starts, Day One will go easier. 
Make sure your child has something new to them for back to school, whether it’s a lunch box, 
backpack, shoes or outfits. Attend Back-To-School Night and meet the teachers, explore the 
campus and be ready for a fresh start and another year of learning. — Kristina Beachell, Strings 

• Make it a habit to be on time. 
I don’t think parents realize the stress that being late puts on a child. To make mornings run 
smoother, prepare everything the night before. Pack lunches, choose clothes, fill water bottles, 
organize schoolbags and instruments. Have your kids (no matter what age) put their backpacks by 
the door before they go to sleep and get off to a good start each day.                — Suzi Ashley, UE  
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Governing Council: Yamile Daher, Meg Haesloop, Brenda Man-Fletcher,  

 Steven Paley, John Griffin, Katarina Houser, Suzi Ashley, 

 Jacki Rice, Alice Madar, Gail Olson 

Lower Elementary:  Katarina Houser, Amy Tedrick, Amy Alexander,  

 Haley Seiber, Dolores Biermann, Stephanie Schmid 

Upper Elementary:  Suzi Ashley, Maija Alanen, Lucy Hill, Jacquie Randall,  

 Mackenzie Pace, Heidi Nila 

Middle School:     Jacki Rice, Kaitlin Sublette, Tim Smith, Alexandra Winter 

Orchestral Strings: Kristina Beachell 

Athletic Director: Tim Smith 

Administration: Alice Madar, Jannette Villalobos-Gil, Stephanie Knight 

Title I: Bob Wentsch 
Special Education:   Lucy Schwill, Cynthia Tyler 

Our Montessori school challenges each 

child to achieve excellence through an individualized 

program, which includes a schoolwide musical strings 

program. We inspire a passion for learning, instill a sense 

of personal responsibility, and cultivate a respect for the 

environment and involvement in the community. 

165 Kachina Drive 
Sedona, AZ 86336 

residents at the Sedona 
Community Center and Sedona 
Winds.   
   Beginning in September SCS 
will have weekly outreach 
activities in place designed to 
bring joy to both elder residents and students 
through strings performances, singing, table 
games, story exchanges and more.   
   Many of our students do not have 
grandparents living close by, so this will be a 
win-win for everyone involved, helping to 
close the generational gap for these two 
groups. Giving children an opportunity to 
interact with and care for the elderly helps 
build crucial life skills such as communication, 
empathy and the ability to see others with 
compassion celebrating both strengths and 
weaknesses.  
   In addition, our sustainability activities of 
recycling in the classroom, composting and 
organic gardening will serve all Sedona 
residents by improving our local environment 
while teaching our students to care for the 
world around them. 
   The City of Sedona is funding 90% of the 
cost of this program, validating our efforts to 

   Christmas came early to Sedona Charter 
School as we were one of 18 local non-profit 
organizations to receive a grant from the City 
of Sedona. 
   As the oldest charter school in the state of 
Arizona, SCS has a stable enrollment with 
both students and alumni serving the greater 
community. In keeping with our mission to 
cultivate a respect for the environment and 
involvement in the community, this gift will 
give our students the benefit of serving 
others while interacting with those who may  
not have family in the area.  
   The $8,000 grant will go toward our goal 
of building character and competence in 
every student through an emphasis on hands-
on projects, social skills development and 
community service projects within the school 
and the Sedona community.   
   We are excited to launch this program that 
will directly benefit Sedona residents by 
providing a way for our students to engage in 
service and outreach projects.  Students will 
be focusing on two areas:  community 
cleanliness through recycling and 
composting and elder outreach through 
activities and performances that engage 

give back to the community and  guide 
children to becoming responsible and 
caring adults. 
   Look for more information in upcoming 
Roadrunner Reports and remember to ask 
your children about these service 
excursions.  It only takes one child to 
change a life forever. Volunteers are the 
glue that hold a community together and it 
is our goal to instill a habit of helping 
others (without being compensated) in each 
of our students at SCS. Volunteering 
provides a healthy boost to one’s self-
confidence, self-esteem, and life 
satisfaction. Being kind to others and 
focusing on their needs gives a sense of 
pride and identity, while taking the focus 
off one’s own problems. The better our 
students feel about themselves, the more 
likely they are to have a positive view of 
life and the future.  
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