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    Sedona Charter School celebrated the 
International Day of Peace on Friday, 
September 21st along with many people 
across our nation and across the world. This 
yearôs theme, The Right to Peace, 
celebrated the 70th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly in Paris on December 10, 1948.  
   Students have been anticipating this day, 
doing lessons and making peace crafts in 
preparation for the event, and they were all 
very excited to join in. The energy amongst 
our students was incredible!  
    Lower Elementary participated in 
Pinwheels for Peace again this year, a 
program started in 2005 where children 
write peaceful thoughts and pictures on 
pinwheels. The spinning of the pinwheels 

in the wind depicts spreading thoughts of 
peace and joy to the entire world.  
   Our peace day activities began early in the 
morning with Lower Elementary and Middle 
School students walking to the corner of Dry 
Creek Road and 89A and waving peacefully 
to drivers. The peace day assembly kicked 
off at 1 pm with students presenting the 
entire program. It included a history of 
international peace day, students sharing 
peace poems, several peace performances 
including dance and musical performances 
by our very talented students as well as the 
traditional Montessori peace song, ñLight a 
Candle for Peace,ò written by Shelley 
Murley. The assembly finished with 
students and teachers forming a peace 
symbol and sharing their thoughts of peace 
with one another.  

   

Nearly everyone enjoys music, whether 
by listening, singing, or playing an 
instrument. But despite this almost 
universal interest, few schools  
emphasize the many benefits that 
music education brings. Our 
Strings Program can and does 
enrich studentsô lives and 
education.  Here are three final 
reasons why music education is so 

important, and how it offers benefits even 
beyond itself. 

18. Kids learn teamwork: All musical 
education programs require teamwork as part of 
ensembles, orchestras or bands. In these groups, 
students learn to work together and build 
camaraderie. Students realize how their 
particular part fits into the whole, further 
showing them how they fit in with others as a 
person. 

19. Handling fear: Performing a musical piece 
in front of an audience may bring fear or 
anxiety. Doing so teaches kids how to deal with 
fear, helping them achieve more 
success in reaching their potential. 

20. Better self-confidence: With 
encouragement from teachers and 
parents, students playing a musical 
instrument build pride and 
confidence. This not only fosters 

self-esteem but is likely to develop better 
lines of communication in all areas of 
life. 
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   Pets are an essential part of a Montessori 
classroom environment. This year, we are 
excited to have a representation from every 
class of vertebrates grace our classroom, 
(mammals, amphibians, reptiles, fish and 
birds). We started our year off with Doogs, 
a returning member of our class 
community, representing the fish 
classification. He strongly believes in the 
motto ñjust keep swimmingò as he enters 
his third year on the planet and second year 
in our classroom.  

   In the first week 
we added the green 
anolesô habitat. 
Students prepared 
the habitat by 
planting grass seed 
in rich soil to create 
the producers in the 
environment. Once 
the grass grew, they 
added earthworms, 
the decomposers. 

Not long after, they were able to add the 
green anoles, the consumers.  

   Students are doing a great job taking care 
of these reptiles while learning about food 
chains and webs. They have become quite 
adept at catching the crickets and really 
enjoy observing the behavior of the 
animals. Six winners will soon be chosen 

   In Lower Elementary, we are continuing 
to normalize our students. We have created 
a completely new system this year and the 
students are experiencing success in both 
their academic and social growth. As we 
continue through normalization, we will be 
adding new materials, systems and work 
until the students have been introduced to 
every area of our classroom.  

   Our goal, 
once students 
are 
normalized, 
is to have 
every student 
complete the 
following 
each week: 

two SRAs (leveled readers); two clock 
works; a vocabulary list; a cultural work 
such as zoology/botany, geography or 
history; geometry; and a foreign language. 
They will also be required to do 
mathematics, language and grammar daily. 
In addition, we will be introducing 
literature circles and writing groups in the 
coming weeks.  

   In our classroom, students have a three-hour 
work period which allows them the freedom 
and time to do their work in a manner that best 
suits their individual personalities and 
learning styles. They are free to work at a 
traditional desk, floor desk or rug which holds 
space for their developing bodies. We expect 
all students to complete their work during this 
time and will not be sending home homework. 

   Montessorians for young students believe 
that ñhomeworkò is work in the home. 
Therefore, we would like to encourage you to 
have your children help around 
the home. They can do 
ñbeautification jobsò like washing 
dishes, sweeping, vacuuming, 
dusting, cleaning their room, 
pulling weeds, building something 
with a family member or family 
friend, or learning about auto 
mechanics or computer science. 
Students should also be introduced 
to sitting with adults and having 
conversations during shared meal 
experiences such as technology-

for the best persuasive essay on ñWhy I am 
the best choice to adopt an anole.ò If they 
are selected, the winners will be able to 
create their own habitat at home and adopt 
one of these green beauties.  

   Last week, we 
added two mammals, 
(guinea pigs) to our 
classroom menagerie. 
Four 6th year students 
went to PetSmart 
armed with an agenda 
and questions for the 
employees to answer 
about the needs of the 
pets we hoped to 
procure and the cost 
of creating their habitats and meeting their 
nutritional needs. The employees were 
extremely helpful and patient with our 
budding biologists and gave us a deal we 
couldnôt refuse. After comparing prices and 
working within a budget, the students 
purchased the cage, bedding and food to 
create a comfortable home for our new 
friends.  

   Later this month, we will be allowing 
students to sign-up to ñadoptò the guinea 
pigs over the weekends and upcoming 
holidays (with parentsô permission, of 
course). Which vertebrates will be coming 
next? Amphibians? Birds? Stay tuned. 

 

free family dinner time or eating out at 
restaurants.  

   We encourage you to expect these things 
from your child just as we expect them in 
our classroom. At the end of every day our 
students have a ñbeautification jobò for 
which they are responsible. We teach them 
to care for the prepared environment because 
it belongs to us all.  

   Since todayôs students are 
tomorrowôs future, we aim to 
teach the whole child. Therefore, 
we not only emphasize 
academics but community, inter-
personal relationships and 
acceptable behavior at school, at 
home and in the community.  
Please help us to hold space for 
their inquisitive minds and push 
them to reach their full potential.  

   Onward!  

Montessori classrooms do not have 
individual desks for every student. 

   Our classrooms are designed to provide 
freedom of movement and space to select 

activities so that children develop emotionally, 
physically and intellectually at their own pace. 

Within a framework of respect for the rights of 
others, each student learns to take 

responsibility for his or her own actions and 
learning. Of course, our focus on peace and 
being environmentally responsible underlies 

every facet of our extensive Montessori 
curriculum.   

   Dr. Montessori felt that the only way to 
achieve world peace was through the 

education of children. By teaching young 
children to value peace among all people as 

well as to care for the earth, her hope and 
vision was to create a positive future for all. 
   The teacherôs role is to observe the child, 

prepare the environment, guide students in the 
use of learning materials, and be a positive 

role model for interpersonal relationships. The 
teacher works as a partner with each family to 

combine knowledge of child development, 
Montessori theories, daily observations of the 
children, and personal experience with the 

familyôs knowledge of their child in order to 
guide individual children in reaching their 

fullest potential. 


