
Sedona Charter Middle School 

Rooted in the teachings of Dr. Maria Montessori and enriched by integrated thematic instruction, Sedona Charter 
Middle School creates an intimate, individualized, multi-age learning environment which helps each adolescent 
realize his or her full potential.  Sedona Charter Middle School is a public school and offers a choice for parents, 
students, and educators who want an emphasis on self-directed learning and active participation in the learning 
process.  In partnership with parents, the mission of Sedona Charter School is to: 

Stimulate and nourish the growth and development of each adolescent.

Develop in each student a life long passion for learning, the ability to think criti-
cally, a strong sense of self, and an underlying respect for, and involvement in his or 
her community.

Instill and practice fundamental values and life skills including honesty, integrity, 
perseverance, responsibility, self-discipline, trustworthiness, craftsmanship, joy of 
accomplishment, friendship, and compassion. 

Our teaching philosophy is based on the premise that excellence in education requires:
An extraordinary commitment on the part of family, school, and community members. The central focus of 
this compact is the belief that the family is ultimately responsible for their child’s growth and development.



Teachers who keenly observe, diagnose, and prescribe an individualized approach for each student, which is 
cooperatively developed and regularly evaluated by the teacher, parents, and student.
A developmentally appropriate, experiential learning system which facilitates a sense of mastery and accom-
plishment. 

Our quest for excellence fosters an environment where adolescents develop the inner resources and individual 
responsibility needed to lead purposeful lives, meet the challenges of tomorrow, and contribute positively to 
family and society.

Goals of Sedona Charter Middle School

At Sedona Charter Middle School, we strive to provide every student with indi-
vidualized and group learning experiences that will prepare them to excel in high 
school, college, and life.  Through innovative teaching methods, rooted in the 
methodology and philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori, we seek to achieve the fol-
lowing goals:

We instill a sense of accomplishment and personal value within each student.  
We do this by addressing not only the needs of the adolescent to take on tasks 
that are challenging, yet manageable, but by promoting individual and group 
excellence.
Adolescents thrive when presented with work that requires their dedication, 
persistence, and their developing abilities to think analytically and critically.  
As such, we strive to deliver an engaging curriculum that asks our students to give their best.
We believe that the adolescent learns more through engagement and expression, than by passively sitting in a 
classroom.  We take every opportunity to provide an education which addresses these needs.
As an integral part of the Sedona community, Sedona Charter Middle School makes every effort to play an 
active role in our community through involvement and service throughout Central Arizona.
We seek to prepare each student to face not only the challenges of high school and college, but life as well.  
To accomplish this task, we work with students in groups and individually on academics, and prepare them 
socially by creating a cohesive team atmosphere rich in social opportunities.  
Sedona Charter Middle School students work within multi-aged groups comprised of 7th and 8th graders.
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We ensure a high level of personal 
achievement, including mastery of basic 
essential skills in literacy, the humanities, 
numeracy, and creative and physical ex-
pression. Core academic skills are taught 
within the context of thematic projects 
rather than in isolation.
We engage families in the education of 
the adolescent. The faculty and staff of 
Sedona Charter Middle School will col-
laborate and be in partnership with fami-
lies. Parents may be involved in planning, 
advising, producing, and assessing their 
child’s individualized education through 
the learner’s demonstrated work.
We actively demonstrate what we believe 
a true community school to be, extending 
the classroom out into the community and 
creating a web of exchange between 
community members, families, and 
teachers.

Our Site

The campus of Sedona Charter School provides our students with  several opportunities for academic work, crea-
tive and physical expression, and exploration.  However, our campus on Kachina Trail is only the home, or start-
ing point, for learning which emanates from the classroom, into the Sedona community, throughout Arizona, and 
beyond.   We recognize that in order for the adolescent to fully flourish, we must provide the student with ample 
opportunities to learn, contribute, play, and explore outside of the classroom.  As such, we are always building 

relationships with individuals, businesses, and community and civic 
organizations that can assist our students with real-world experiences 
to augment their academic instruction.  Through these partnerships, 
we frequently depart our campus to conduct research projects, field 
studies, service to our community, and other activities that instill 
within the adolescent a sense of personal responsibility and social 
cohesion within the larger framework of academic learning.

The Sedona Charter School campus contains over 4 acres of open 
and inspiring classrooms, vegetable and flower gardens, activity 
field, natural areas, a pond for research or reflection, and Se-
dona’s second-oldest structure, the Purtymun-Bennett House.

The Purtymun-Bennett House is currently in the process of being 
restored from a rental residence to a designated historic site, that 
will be utilized by the school as an extra classroom and meeting 
facility.  Students will play an active role in this process by utiliz-
ing several opportunities for experiential learning provided by 
the house, thus connecting them to the past, present, and future 
of the Sedona community.

Within the greater Sedona area, we have developed relationships 
with the Sedona Historical Society, Keep Sedona Beautiful, Sedona 
Recycles, the Elks Club, Rotary International, the Humane Society, 
Sedona City Hall, and the Sedona Police Department that we will 
maintain and continue to foster every year.  We are 

3



always looking for new partnerships that can be mutually bene-
ficial to our students and the community.

We recognize how fortunate we are to be located within a short 
distance of many of the most stunning and fascinating, historic, 
cultural, and natural locations in the world.  Through experi-
ences inside and outside of the classroom, we explore these areas 
and weave them into our curriculum. 

Our Curriculum

At Sedona Charter Middle School, we offer lessons that address the 
core subjects, as well as others that address the development of the 
whole adolescent towards intellectual independence and social inter-
dependence.  Our program contains the following key components:

Language Arts - Students explore literature, grammar, creative 
writing, and poetry.  These components are experienced through 
dedicated language arts classes, and are interwoven into other 
academic areas as well.  

Science - Through experimentation and engagement, students 
explore life sciences, earth sciences, chemistry, and physics. Each 
spring, students pursue areas of individual interest through their 
participation in science fairs.  

Social Studies and Humanities - Topics covered address each of the Arizona Standards for middle school social 
studies, but go far beyond these requirements with additional units that are often not covered until high 
school.  There are many opportunities for students to explore areas of personal interest, including an in-depth 
8th-grade research project. 

Mathematics - Students are offered 
courses ranging from pre-algebra and 
geometry, to high school algebra.  
Montessori methods are used 
throughout the program.  Credit for 
the first-year math requirement at Se-
dona Red Rock High School may be 
earned in the more advanced levels. 

Physical and Creative Expression - Every 
student is given daily opportunities to 
express themselves through physical 
education and the arts.  These oppor-
tunities are offered as stand-alone 
classes, but are also incorporated 
within the entire curriculum.  Regular 
offerings include drama, photography, 
yearbook, art, mountain-biking, dance, 
archery, and ultimate frisbee.

Community Involvement - Although service to our community is woven through the entire curriculum, we also 
offer an elective class in which students go into the community twice a week to participate in ongoing service 
projects.  Recent projects have included the Humane Society, Sedona Recycling Center, and the construction 
of a 1900-era Tent House for the Sedona Historical Society.
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Our Students and Families

Our educational program is rooted in the Montessori method and is enriched by integrated thematic instruc-
tion. We seek students who are likely to flourish in this environment. This profile includes adolescents who exer-
cise internal control, who work independently, who take personal responsibility, who respect themselves and 
other members of the learning community, who initiate learning activities, and those who are able to work coop-
eratively with others.  We address individual learning styles, and learning difficulties through our individualized 
education plans.  Our enrollment in the middle school is currently limited to 40 students, ensuring that each stu-
dent receives the attention, time, and patience they need, while helping to maintain a strong community.

Our program is also designed to serve families who are willing to make an extraordinary commitment to the 
education of their children and who share the values and aspirations for their children that are expressed in the 
mission statement and goals of this prospectus.  Such families will be our partners in the education of their ado-
lescents, and we expect them to educate 
their children at home in a manner that 
reinforces what our teachers will be doing 
during the school day.

Our Faculty 

Our staff consists of highly trained and 
experienced educators, who are commit-
ted to the success of each and every stu-
dent they have the opportunity to learn 
with.  Each member of the staff dedicates 
themselves to helping develop within the 
adolescent a love for learning, preparation 
to excel in future academic work, and life 
skills.  Our staff teaches not only to pro-
vide adolescents with academic instruc-
tion, but to serve as mentors and role 
models as well. 

Jo Burke - Principal Educator

After 40 years in the field of education, Jo Burke joined Sedona Charter School as our Middle School Principal 
Educator beginning with the 2002-03 school year. Although Jo has taught children in grades 4 through 12 dur-
ing her teaching career, she particularly enjoys middle school. The range of subjects she has taught include 
honors English, gifted science, physical education, jazz dance, and the full Upper Elementary Montessori cur-
riculum. Jo has served as assistant principal and principal at private and public schools in Phoenix and Dal-
las, Texas. Jo holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Health, Physical Education and Recreation from Texas 
Woman's University, a Master of Science degree from Nova University in Educational Administration, and 
has participated in gifted/talented education training programs at Baylor University in Texas. She has a Mon-
tessori teaching certificate for ages 5 to 12 and is Arizona state-certified to teach grades K through 12.

Dorene Calhoon  - Facilitating Teacher

Dorene brought a wealth of knowledge, enthusiasm, and teaching talent to the Middle School when she 
joined our teaching staff in 2003. In the past she has been awarded a science research fellowship, a Mountains 
and Minds Institute Grant, and South Dakota's Christa McAulife Grant. She has been an exchange teacher in 
Australia. She has mentored students on land and aboard ship as a counselor for Sea Education Association, 
and she has participated in a residential seminar for teachers on the Navajo reservation. With some 25 years 
of teaching experience, Dorene holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of South Dakota, and 
she is Iowa state-certified to teach grades 7-12 chemistry, biology, general science, and athletics. Dorene enjoys 
hiking, mountain biking, reading, and travel - but she is most enthusiastic about sharing her love of science 
and sports with middle school students. 
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Jon Anderson  - Facilitating Teacher and Assistant Prin-
cipal Educator

Jon Anderson joined the Sedona Charter School 
staff beginning with the 2006-2007 school year.  A 
native of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Jon spent several 
years traveling and pursuing his education.  He is a 
1999 graduate of St. Olaf College in Minnesota 
where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
both Political Science and Asian Studies.  He has 
traveled extensively in East Asia, focusing much of 
his time teaching English in Taiwan between 1998 
and 2001.  In May of 2006 he received his Master of 
Arts degree in Curriculum and Instruction from 
New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, where 
he also taught U.S. history and government at May-
field High School.  In 2007, Jon will complete his Certificate of Adolescent Studies through the North Ameri-
can Montessori Teachers’ Association, an affiliate of Association Montessori Internationale, and is Arizona 
state-certified to teach grades 7-12.  He teaches social studies, photography, community involvement, and 
physical expression. 

For further information, or to sched -
ule a visit to Sedona Charter Middle 
School, please contact us at:

Phone: 928-204-6464

Email: info@sedonacharterschool.com

Web: www.sedonacharterschool.com

Address: 165 Kachina Drive

                 Sedona, AZ 86336
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