
    Strings quartet 
“Slugs in Space” 
performed for our 
students last 
month.  Leader 
Kari Barton-
Lapins teaches in 
our summer strings 
camp and is also 
teaching Kristina’s private students while 
Kristina continues to recuperate.   
     Kristina attended the event on October 29th 
and announced she would be returning to 
work on November 2nd.  Students, parents and 
staff are excited to have her back!   

     We are so grateful for the community support 
our strings program receives.  A huge thanks 
goes out to Chamber Music Sedona for their 
generous gift to our school.  Bert Harclerode, 
representing Chamber Music Sedona, presented 
three violins to the school for use in our strings 
program.    
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items to donate.  This 
was possibly our 
most successful 
fundraiser ever—we 
NETTED nearly 
$8,000!  Kudos and 
thanks to everyone 
who made it all 
happen and a very 

special thanks to Brandy Burke! 
   There’s a nip in the air and before you 
know it, winter will be just around the 
corner.  While we can’t promise enough 
snow to build a snow man, we know you 
won’t want to miss our Winter Holidays 
event on Sunday, December 13, 2015.  
This event is our gift to the community, 
and it takes a lot of committed volunteers.  
Our chairperson is Katherine Tsakopoulos 
and she will definitely need another fine 
crew of helpers! Watch your e-mail for 
important information on ways you can 
participate.   
   The Winter Holidays event is a great 
way for the community to get a sneak 
peek at SCS.  Parents, students, teachers 
and friends all join together to teach others 
how different countries around the world 
celebrate the season. We’ll be having a 
bake sale, pony rides, petting zoo, our 
family Ginger Bread House contest, rides 
and more. So mark you calendars now and 
plan to spend another day enjoying the 
season at Sedona Charter School! 
     While there is no fee for this event, we 
do stock a Jingle Bell Shop where students 
may purchase small gifts for siblings or 
parents.  Donations for the Christmas 
Shop are welcomed.  If you have new or 
very gently used items, please start 
bringing them to the office.   

                   Our Old Fashioned Family 
Picnic was a huge success as the rain 
faded and the sun came out for beautiful 
weather.  Everyone enjoyed the music 
performed by Diversity and the food 
donated and served by 89 Agave, 
Domino’s Pizza, and Oscar and Lilliana 
Esquer, with Nathan Trujillo serving up 
the hot dogs donated by Hog Wild.  Lori 
Griffey’s sno-cones were a hit, and we 
had plenty of takers for the popcorn.  
Gioia and Jan Marc Quisumbing were 
kept busy face-painting and creating 
comic art, and Nichole Garrison’s games 
were terrific old-fashioned fun.  
   This was the first year for our 
watermelon-eating contest, but it won’t 
be the last!  The pie contest and auction 
brought in a wonderful variety of 
deliciously awesome pies! Thanks to all 
who donated homemade items for our 
bake sale and to Sandi Pappas and Jolene 
Flores for running it so beautifully.   
   Thanks to Deb Calla for sponsoring the 
watermelon eating contest and dunk tank, 
and to Bill Baker who offered himself up 
for dunking throughout the day.  Kids 
once again had a blast in the Bounce 
House sponsored by Hahn Roofing. 
   We had a fantastic auction thanks to the 
efforts of so many of you who brought in 



            

     What a whirlwind! Our students are amazing! 

October has been so eventful with the science fair, the 

camp out and Biopshere Two trip. All the while they are 

reading great novels, doing Excel and Montessori math 

and getting along well with their classmates. 

     The Biosphere Two camp out and field trip in Tucson 

was wonderful. Students really got to see the scientific 

method in action. At night students sat together or alone 

in their tents and wrote about “What would you do if you 

had two weeks to prepare to live in your house with your 

family with no electricity, no plumbing and you could not go outdoors?” They wrote 

about digging a well to city water, solar panel installation, food preparation, and a host of 

other solutions that were both serious and comical.  

     Once we arrived at the Biosphere, all that writing made a lot of sense! The students 

were amazed and amazing. We received a lot of positive feedback from the staff. A huge 

thank you to our parents who volunteered as chaperones, chefs and night security. 

     The Science Fair was also a fantastic 

experience. The students came up with 

exceptional projects, working at home, 

consulting with us, and using the scientific 

method. All fourth years were required to 

do the projects, and many others chose to 

do participate as well. Projects dealt with 

air pollution, rocks and minerals, solar 

power, and magnetism to name a few. Just 

a science note: any student at any time 

may do a science project to share with the 

class and gain science credit. 

Alexander Graham Bell, noted inventor, 
provided financial support directly to  

Dr. Maria Montessori to help establish the 
first Montessori class in Canada and one 

of the first in the United States.  
     While many notable individuals have 
attended Montessori schools, many more 

have supported the Montessori philosophy. 
Inventor Alexander Graham Bell and his 

wife Mabel founded the Montessori 
Education Association in 1913 and provided 

financial support directly to Maria 
Montessori.  
     Another inventor, Thomas Edison, helped 

found a Montessori school. "I like the 
Montessori method," Edison has been 

quoted as saying, according to historians at 
the Thomas Edison National Historic Park. 

"It teaches through play. It makes learning a 
pleasure. It follows the natural instincts of 

the human being. The present system casts 
the brain into a mold. It does not encourage 
original thought or reasoning." 
     Swiss psychologist, Jean Piaget, was head 
of the Swiss Montessori Society for many 

years, and also made some of his first 
observations of children in a Montessori 

school. And our good friend, Fred Rogers of 
“Mister Roger’s Neighborhood” was a big 
supporter of Montessori education. 

Our Halloween/Dia de Los 
Muertos Festival on October 30 

was terrific fun and the costumes 
were super creative this year! 

Students in grades 1-5 participated 
in activities arranged and hosted 
by the older students, including a 

“haunted trail,” bobbing for 
donuts, decorating marshmallows, 
and snuffing out Jack O’ Lantern 

candles with water pistols. 

http://www.nps.gov/edis/faqs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/edis/faqs.htm


Don’t Delay—Get Your 
Cookbook Order in Today and 
support our MMUN Students! 

   While it might be a lot easier to find on a 

map than last year’s country, our Middle 

School MMUN students have a lot of work 

ahead of them learning everything there is to 

know about Argentina. 

     This year’s Montessori Model United 

Nations conference is being held March 9th 

to the 12th in New York City, and our 

delegates are excited and ready to prepare for 

the grueling workload of research and writing 

ahead of them.  MMUN was created to 

partner with the United Nations to allow 

students to participate in real life experiences 

working toward the goal of peace for all.   

     Students are beginning to learn more 

about our representative country. They will 

be role-playing as delegates, essentially 

becoming  “citizens” of Argentina.  As 

students prepare and study the country, they 

will learn about the needs of the Argentinian 

people and more importantly understand and 

accept their differences.   

     Our delegates are working hard to 

complete their position papers by winter 

break, which they will then bring to the 

conference and use to create their opening 

speeches.  The insights they gain from their 

exploration of the history, geography, 

culture, economics and science of Argentina 

will contribute to the authenticity of the 

simulation when the role playing gets 

underway. 

     And because all work and no play 

makes for boring and unhappy students, 

they will take a few days to explore the 

rich history of New York City itself.  Our 

delegates are interested in visiting the 

Statue of Liberty, the 9/11 Memorial, the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art and possibly 

a Broadway show!  All in all, this year’s 

conference looks to be even better than last 

year and our delegates are going to have 

the experience of a lifetime. 

      As you can imagine, this once in a 

lifetime trip costs a lot of money – nearly 

$2,000 per student.  And YOU CAN 

HELP!  We are taking orders for the 

Sedona-based cookbook: “Scrumptious 

Sedona,” which will include “secret” 

recipes from local restaurants, local 

cuisine, and family favorites from SCS 

students.  The professionally designed and 

published cookbook will be delivered in 

December -- just in time for Christmas and 

makes a great gift for only $25.  

   We are encouraging pre-orders to make 

sure you get your copy before they are all 

gone!  Pick up a pre-sale order form from 

the school office or watch for one in your 

child’s take-home packet.    

WELL DONE to everyone.   
 
   The Old Fashioned Family Picnic was the 
most successful fund raising event we have 
had in many years.  Brandy Burke and her 
team worked tirelessly to set up the area, the 
events, the food, and the clean-up. That so 
many of you came and contributed and had 
fun with us also needs to be acknowledged. 
THANK YOU!!! 
   There is something else: many hours were 
spent in asking and coordinating the 
community businesses for food and auction 
items.  We had a record number of 
contributions this year. Our part going 
forward is to patronize those businesses 
who contributed to our school. Following 
is a list of local business donors/participants: 

And, when you go to these businesses please 
say “thank you.”  It is our way of telling them 
that we are grateful and that their 
contributions are good for their business. 
   With Thanksgiving just around the bend, I 
am especially thankful.  Please accept my 
thank you to all of you for giving me the 
opportunity to serve 
on the SCS 
Governing Council. 
 
Best regards,  

 
Maureen Nealon 
President 
Governing Council 
 Photo Credits:  Robert Wooten 

89 Agave Restaurant 
Advanced Release Therapy 
Arizona Elder Care 
Baby Quail Inn 
Barlow's Jeep Rentals 
Bashas 
Big O Tires 
Bobby D's BBQ 
Butterfly Garden Inn 
Cabrera Custom Coatings 
Cafe Jose 
Creative Kids of Northern AZ 
Diversity Band 
Domino's Pizza 
Feliz Navidad Sedona  
Golden Bone Pet Store 
Heartline Cafe 
Hilton Resort and Spa 
Hog Wild 
Indian Gardens 
Interior Designs 
Jay's Bird Barn 
Jazz Bouquet 
Jeff Cooper Tennis 
Jessica Hayman N.D. 
Joey Philo Pilates 
Juanita's Taqueria 
Ken’s Creekside Restaurant 
Live Foods Life Bodies 
Living Springs Waterhouse 
Lo Lo Mai Springs 
Los Abrigados Resort & Spa 
Lulu's Chocolate Lounge 
Mariposa Latin Grill 
Merry Christmas Sedona 
 

Mesa Grill 
NAMTI Spa 
Nancy's Salon 
Oak Creek Country Club 
Oaxaca Restaurant 
PetSmart 
Picazzo's 
Pink Jeep Tours 
Poco Diablo 
Red Rock Dental 
Reds Restaurant  
RIOT 
Rumors Hair Salon 
Sandcarving Unlimited 
Sedona Fire District 
Sedona Golf Resort 
Sedona Oil and Lube 
Sedona Paint Center 
Sedona Yoga Shala 
Senor Bob's Hotdogs 
Silky Nails  
Sound Bites 
Southwest Designs 
Stillpoint Aromatics 
Chef Sunney Tally 
Thai Palace 
The Laundry Basket 
Timo 
Tlaquepaque  
Tlaquepaque  
Vino De Sedona 
Wildflower Bread Co. 
Windy's Creations 
Zainey's 
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Lower Elementary:  Bob and Terri Wentsch, Katarina Houser, Shannon Duggan  

 Dolores Biermann, Meri Thomason  

Upper Elementary:  Lisa Hirsch, Bill Baker, Maija Alanen, Lucy Schwill (SPED), 

                                  Jacquie Randall  

Middle School:     Jenn Jordan, Tim Marsh 

Administration: Alice Madar, Sophia Zeno 

Title I and Strings: Teri Lechowski, Kristina Beachell  

Our Montessori school challenges each 

child to achieve excellence through an individualized 

program.  We inspire a passion for learning, instill a sense 

of personal responsibility, and cultivate a respect for the 

environment and involvement in the community. 

165 Kachina Drive 
Sedona, AZ 86336 

     Peter Hoyle attended Sedona Charter 

School from Kindergarten through 8th 

grade, with a year off when he lived in 

California.  Now a senior at Sedona Red 

Rock High School (SRRHS), Peter took 

the most challenging classes he could and 

found that he particularly enjoys the 

physical sciences.  He ran cross-country 

for one year, and this spring he will 

captain the tennis team after competing at 

the varsity level for two years.   

     In addition to sports, Peter has been 

busy performing both musically and 

theatrically.  He is currently preparing for 

a lead role as Doctor Seward in the 

upcoming play Dracula, playing 

November 12-15 at the Sedona 

Performing Arts Center.  

     One of the greatest influences in his 

life was the music education he received 

at SCS, starting in third grade. That laid 

the foundation for a life-long love of 

music and a goal to make it his career.  

Peter plans to attend Northern Arizona 

University with the goal of earning a 

doctorate in music performance and 

teaching cello at the college level.  

“Orchestra was my favorite thing in high 

school,” he says.  “I was the only cellist in 

the very first orchestra class at Red Rock—

there were only seven of us in the whole 

orchestra.  Now there are about 30.”   

     Like so many of his SCS classmates, 

Peter feels comfortable in front of an 

audience. “I think it may be because at 

Charter there is such a strong sense of 

community.  You know you are safe 

among your classmates and you can speak 

your mind. That comfort with speaking and 

performing in front of others becomes 

natural and stays with you.”   

     Looking back on his years at SCS, Peter 

says that the teacher who stands out the 

most for him is Bob Wentsch.  “So much 

of the discipline I have now is rooted in 

what Bob taught.  He is a great model of 

perseverance and discipline.”  Peter notes 

that his favorite characteristic of the school 

was the feeling of freedom. “I felt like I 

was in complete control, even though 

looking back I realize I was guided.  But 

that feeling of being in charge of your 

future pushes your character forward. All 

of the Charter kids I know are great, 

interesting people of character.”   

     Peter  also remembers the field trips to 

Zion, Havasupai, and Montessori Model 

UN in New York:  “Those trips knitted 

together a lot of the things we were 

learning in the classroom, and they are 

experiences that I will remember for the 

rest of my life.” 

Peter Hoyle 


