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   Last year’s “APEX Fun Run” 
focused on building our students 
up into leaders here at SCS, and 
this year we have graduated to 
Phase 2-Building legends!  
   Students have been excited and 
are looking forward to what 
promises to be a fun two weeks 
full of activities that are woven 
into their normal day to day 
routine. During this spectacular 
event, our students will be 
participating in a variety of 
activities and events on campus 
designed to build character, foster 
friendship and community, build 
skills in learning, giving, 
empowerment, and perseverance, 
all while helping raise funds for 
our wonderful school!  
    APEX team leaders are working 
cooperatively with students to get 
them excited about redefining a 
new perspective on important life 
skills such as learning more deeply 
and creatively, building 
meaningful friendships, and 
striving to cultivate “legendary” 
leaders! It also focuses on 
combining this character building 

 

Hard work vs. Talent Building Legends 
centered curriculum not only 
with engaging lessons and pep 
assemblies, but also by 
encouraging a good sized dose of 
health and fitness!  
    There are plenty of activities 
for the students to be excited 
about, among which are pep 
rallies, daily lessons, and a “Fun 
Run” at 9 am next Thursday May 
4th. The students will run laps for 
pledges, cheered on by teachers, 
our APEX leaders, and a DJ!  
    All parents are welcome to join 
us on the morning of the Fun Run 
to cheer on their “Legendary” 
students in what promises to be 
another successful and fun event!  
 

   Is your child “talented” enough to play a 
stringed instrument?  Did you know that there 
are generally three categories of violinists?  
Group A contains students who are 
exceptionally good, capable of international 
careers as soloists.  Group B students are very 
good and several go on to paying careers 
performing with major orchestras.  Group C 
students are the majority, and this is the group 
from which we get our future strings teachers.                                              
    At face value one would think that Group A 
students must be 
incredibly more 
“talented,” or have had 
superior training. 
However, careful 
research shows that 
NOT to be the case. The 
single difference 
between all three groups 
is the amount of time 
each student practices.  
Studies show Group A 
typically practices (this 
is "alone" practice) 24 
hours a week, while Group C practices 9 hours 
a week. We all know that practicing is not 
always fun, and it is hard work!  Possibly it 
doesn’t come down to mere "talent" - it's 
perseverance and hard work!  So, when you are 
wondering how to occupy those long summer 
months, how about a few hours of violin or 
cello practice every day!  You could be 
preparing the next international soloist, 
professional musician or a future Sedona 
Charter School strings teacher. 
  

Photo Credit: Jenni Goldman 



upper elementary >>> 

The Play’s the Thing  
  We are so fortunate to have such creative 
students who have created two plays on their 
own this year and are now working together on a 
classroom production coming to you on May 
10th. 
   King Henry the Eighth himself was probably 
rolling in his grave because he was so full of 
regret as our students sang original songs 
describing his terrible nature. This play, written 
and cast by a student director, captured the hearts 
and minds of all of us. It was a tremendous 
testament to creative, critical thinking, 
collaboration and perseverance. 

   The production of Hamilton was not necessarily an original play, but I am 
positive this one produced and sung by the students was the most unique and energetic 
reproduction in the entire USA. I was so thrilled to hear the students report how much 
fun they had. It is so important to know that hard work is actually fun. Additionally, it 
was the students who took it upon themselves to rewrite some of the lyrics and make 
the play more accessible for our age groups! 

We are also very excited that each play the students  produced fits into working 
towards our larger group production. We are fortunate to have help from Nichole 
Garrison, and the teachers who all have a little dramatic talent of their own. 

We will be having a few quiz questions on the night of our 
Shakespearian play. So be prepared to answer how the line “the play’s 
the thing” informed the audience that Hamlet was going to prove what 
his father’s ghost came to tell him in order to solve an important 
mystery. 

 
 -Lisa Hirsch 

Upper Elementary Principal Educator 

our mission... 

our 

   Back in the days of my youth, the Cold 
War was at its height and a call went out 

that America’s youth were behind the 
Russians in math and science. 

Something had to change! One result 
was the “New Math” which would get 

us youngsters up to speed and 
dominance once again. I occasionally 
wonder what happened to the New 

Math. Did it somehow become “Old 
Math?  

    It seems to me that effective and 
meaningful methods of educating  

children should be able to continue on 
through the years, with modifications 

and changes occurring that reflect our 
ever evolving world. One of those 
constants in mathematics education 

should be the progression from the use 
of concrete models (Golden Beads, 

Stamp Game, Fraction Insets, etc.) to the 
abstract. In Montessori speak– the Hand 

lower elementary >>> 

leads and teaches the Mind. These 
concrete materials allow the child to 

develop an understanding  of the 
mathematical concept being studied. 

This understanding, in turn, allows the 
child to develop abstract abilities: The 

ability to do math with understanding 
and only “pencil and paper.” This is the 
underlying tenet in Montessori math 

education, which by the way, has indeed 
been around for a while now.  

    It is no longer an option in today’s 
technology-driven world for a person to 

say, “Oh, I’m just not any good in 
math.” If a child (or adult!) is having 

difficulty with a concept, materials must 
be found or created to foster 
understanding leading to mastery. Now 

a days, children need to not only be able 
to think and compute mathematically, 

but to apply this knowledge in solving 
complex questions and tasks.   

Think about this….First Year students 
should be able to add (and perhaps even 

subtract) multi-digit numbers abstractly by 
the end of their first year in order to be in 

good shape mathematically. Twenty-three 
years ago, at our private school in Colorado, 

we were pleased if Third Year students had 
mastered these concepts. Having just 
completed AZ Merit Third Year Math 

Tests, let me share with you the fact that 
they are rigorous indeed and the 

understanding of mathematical concepts is 
paramount!   As they say, “the times they 

are a changing!” 

Bob Wentsch 

Lower Elementary Principal Educator 
 

All About Math 

 

Teacher Appreciation 

teacher life>>> 

   May 2nd-5th marks 
this year’s “Teacher 
Appreciation” week! 
During these four days, 
you can show our 
hardworking teachers 
how much they are 
appreciated in a variety 

of ways! 
    Kicking off Appreciation week is Tuesday 
May 2nd with “Flower Day.” Help your 
child make our classrooms even more 
beautiful by  bringing in a long stemmed 
flower to place in a vase when they arrive in 
the morning! 
  Wednesday May 3rd is a potluck in the 
office! We are so excited for what will 
certainly be the tantalizing smell of 
delicious, homemade breakfast or lunch 
dishes. Drop them off in the office in the 
morning for our teachers to enjoy 
throughout the day!  
   Thursday May 4th is “Cards and Shout-
out” day. Have your child bring in a 
homemade card or note for each of the 
teachers to read and display in their 
classrooms! 
   Thank you for all of the ways you, our 
wonderful parents and families, show our 
teachers appreciation for the hard work they 
invest in your children’s educations and 
lives. We appreciate you too! 
 
 



Science camp is no vacation!! 

    
    Every year the 8th grade takes a week 
in May to a science camp on Catalina 
Island run by Mountain and Sea 
Adventures.  
   NO CELL PHONES ALLOWED. 
The scenery is absolutely stunning and 
certainly some time will be spent on 
the beach, but this science centered 
camp is no vacation! Every activity is 
focused on learning. The students’ 
schedule is jam packed with activities 
such as snorkeling and kayaking, but 
each activity includes making scientific 
observations and keeping diligent notes 
in a designated lab notebook 
concerning some aspect of Marine 
Science. Much like our classroom 
program, the lessons are kept alive for 
students not just by the fun activities, 
but also by integrating science with 
students’ exploration of their own 
social and emotional growth.   

   The camp also emphasizes character 
development. Each camper is 
encouraged by the camp’s slogan to 
“Break Your Fears.”  A supportive, 
cooperative environment makes it easier 
for students to try new things, make new 
friends and find meaningful connections 
with the natural world. By the time they 
return from the trip, 
students are 
exhausted, but all 
are in agreement 
that Catalina is an 
amazing place to 
visit: for learning, 
for adventure, and 
for fun! 

Hello Everyone:  
 
    May is on us again and, as always it 
is a big month for SCS.  
    Some of our students are looking 
forward to graduation and a new 
learning environment. They have been 
here making friends and studying in 
the Montessori fashion. In high school, 
the learning environment will be very 
different. But we at SCS are confident 
that our students will excel at Sedona 
Red Rock High School. Historically 
our students do well, and we know that 
this graduating class will be no 
different! 
    In addition to graduates moving 
forward, our other students are moving 
up.  And, for those who are finishing 
the year and moving up to new grades, 
we want to remind you that it is 
important to finish the year well!  
    May is the final push and school 
continues normally until the last day of 
school. There are field trips and 
lessons to begin and complete. Don’t 
be foolish and disregard 10% of your 
education this year just because it is 
spring and the last month. Your 
teachers have much to give you even 
in May. Soak it all up. 
    Finally, parents, the  APEX Fun 
Run is a crucial fundraiser for the 
school and an important learning 
opportunity for your child. Please 
become involved in the lessons and in 
looking for sponsors. If SCS is to 
thrive, it takes all of us. Thank you for 
your participation!  

Sedona Charter School 
Maureen Nealon 
Governing Council President 
 

Governing  
Council 

middle school >>> 

Catalina 

ask a teacher >>> 

Q: 

A: 
Over the past three years, what I look forward to during Teacher 

Appreciation week is the outpouring of support for our entire 

staff. It still amazes me that each year, the parents of this great 

school show just how much  they appreciate the job that we all do here every single 

day. Whether it is the food, the gift baskets, or the fresh bouquets of flowers, this 

week has always been a time of year where everyone smiles a little brighter, their 

day goes a lot more smoothly, and there is an all-around feeling of joy that you don’t 

see in many schools. I am eternally grateful to be a part of this celebration of  

teaching! 

Tim Marsh , Middle School Teacher  

 
What do you most look forward to dur-
ing Teacher Appreciation Week? 



final 
Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

looking ahead >>> 

June 2017 

New Staff 

Alumni Profile 

Classroom Report 

 

 

staff  >>> 

contact us at 928-204-6464 

www.sedonacharterschool.com 

 

Lower Elementary:  Bob and Terri Wentsch, Katarina Houser, Amy Tedrick, 

 Dolores Biermann, Ana Hansen  

Upper Elementary:  Lisa Hirsch, Bill Baker, Maija Alanen, Harry Buedel, 

                                  Jacquie Randall 

Middle School:     Jenn Jordan, Tim Marsh 

Administration: Alice Madar, Noelle Reeves, Lauren Hendler 

Title I and Strings: Joe Falsetto & Ana Hansen, Kristina Beachell  

Special Education:   Lucy Schwill 

our mission…  Our Montessori school challenges each child to 

achieve excellence through an individualized program, which 

includes a schoolwide musical strings program. We inspire a passion 

for learning, instill a sense of personal responsibility, and cultivate a 

respect for the environment and involvement in the community. 

165 Kachina Drive 
Sedona, AZ 86336 

Exciting Event >>> 

    What is Odyssey of the Mind? 
You may have heard that SCS has a team 
of 6th and 7th grade students, the “Odd-a-
Bots,” who are traveling to Michigan State 
University this May to take part in the 
Odyssey of the Mind World Finals.  
    This is the first year Sedona Charter 
School has competed in Odyssey of the 
Mind, so making it all the way to World 
Finals is a testament to the creativity and 
teamwork fostered by our school 
environment! We hope the success of this 
team will pave the way for many more to 
come.  Not sure what Odyssey is exactly? 

It’s not an easy thing to describe. The 
following are excerpts from the 
official website: 

     Odyssey of the Mind is an         
international creative problem-solving 
program that engages students in their 
learning by allowing their knowledge 
and ideas to come to life in an 
exciting, productive environment. 
Participants build self-confidence, 
develop life skills, create new 
friendships, and are able to recognize 
and explore their true potential. 
Odyssey of the Mind proves that 
students can have fun while they learn. 
    Since 1978, Odyssey of the Mind 
problems have challenged students to 
go beyond conventional thinking and 
incorporate creative problem solving 
in learning. Creative Problem Solving 
is a skill that needs to be nurtured and 
developed. While a conventional 
education is important, learning to 
solve problems creatively and 
confidently gives students an 
important edge in their education and 

On to World Finals! 
career goals. There is creativity 
inside each of us, and Odyssey of the 
Mind teaches how to tap into it so it 
can be applied to real-world 
problems. 
    All Odyssey of the Mind solutions 
require students to perform, not just 
the sciences, but the arts as well – 
whether it be set-building, costume-
making, creating props, acting, 
singing, or playing an instrument. 
These skills are important to create a 
balanced education. Because they are 
doing something fun, students are 
eager to perform and develop self-
confidence and public speaking skills 
along the way. 

    Good luck to the “Odd-a-Bots” as 
they proudly represent Sedona 
Charter School in this prestigious and 
creative competition! 
For more information 
visit: www.odysseyofthemind.com 
And to help our students get to World 
Finals make a donation at: https://
secure.qgiv.com/for/sedonacharterschool/ 

 

https://www.odysseyofthemind.com/p/creative-problem-solving-process/
http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/sedonacharterschool/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/sedonacharterschool/
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