
     Our musicians have grown 

so much this past year.  From 

adapting to a new teacher for 

a few months, to working 

harder than ever to do three 

concerts in the space of four 

months, they are to be commended for their 

perseverance and excellence! 

     Our orchestra’s last performance was 

playing “Moonlighting” from Beethoven’s 

Moonlight Sonata for our eighth grade 

graduation ceremony.   
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   If a picture is truly worth a thousand 

words, then you’ll have read a great deal 

about our year end field trips and 

celebrations by the time you are finished 

with this newsletter.  Students learn from 

their experiences. They use their senses to 

gather and interpret information about the 

world around them. That’s why field trips 

play an important role in the curriculum at 

Sedona Charter School.  

     We want to take this issue of our 

newsletter to share through pictures all of 

the awesome field trips that make our 

school unique.  You’ll see photos from our 

8th grade trip to Catalina Island, our third 

years on the Grand Canyon Train and our 

sixth years’ trip to Zion and beyond.  

Join us as we explore the wonders our 

world has to offer and the academic 

learning opportunities our students 

were able to enjoy.  

     We also want to take a moment to 

thank all of our parent chaperones who 

lived these days with our students and 

gave of their time to ensure they were 

safe and had a great time learning,  

We couldn’t do it without you, and we 

want you to know you are very much 

appreciated! 



          While children have the ability to learn from 

textbooks and other resources such as the internet, there is 

no substitute for actual hands-on education. Instead of 

just studying about raising plants and animals, students 

can visit a farm and see first-hand how they are raised. 

On a trip to a farm, the students would also be able to 

talk to an actual farmer and learn facts about daily 

work.    

     On our trip to Zion, Horseshoe Bend and 

Lake Powell’s Glen Canyon Dam, the students 

greatly expanded their classroom lessons making more 

connections in their study of water. In addition, we all 

pretty much know how our community of learners 

functions inside the classroom, however, field trips 

add a whole new dimension.  Events that bring the 

whole school together aim to create the shared 

excitement of being successful together and 

creating shared memories out of unique positive 

experiences. 

     On a side note, Bill Baker created the trip and 

in order to show the Rangers at Zion National 

Park that we were a worthy student group, he 

submitted itinerary and lessons that connected to 

the AZ State Standards in science, history and 

social studies. Also, the students wrote each night 

and used a field guide from Sedona to compare 

flora and fauna across the two states.  

Another rite of 
passage is the third 
years’ trip to the 
Grand Canyon 
every year, and this 
year’s trip certainly 
did not disappoint.  
 

I appreciate that Bob makes it 
such an interactive learning 
experience. The journaling, 
sketching and  reading in their 
workbooks kept the class 
engaged and learning every step 
of the way.”  

— Jessica 
Wrubel       

 
Our students stayed 
focused and behaved 
well, despite chaos 
around them on the 
train! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The end of the year 
Grand Canyon Trip 
was a wonderful and 
fun adventure for the 
LE third grade class.  



     Our 8th grade trip is a very special 

one because it serves as a sort of rite 

of passage for students who will be 

leaving us to move on to high 

school.  This is what makes 

Mountain and Adventures' camp at 

Emerald Bay a 

particularly appropriate 

setting.  The camp's 

theme of "Break Your 

Fears," and their 

integration of marine 

science with character 

education, leaves a 

lasting impression on 

students who are 

encouraged to come back 

from camp as "World 

Changers."  

     Each time students snorkeled, 

kayaked, or hiked, they were 

participating in a lab to learn 

about ocean environments and 

reflecting on a character trait such 

as courage, perseverance, or 

valuing diversity.  It's inspiring to 

see our students support and help each 

other as they move out of their comfort 

zones to explore new worlds.   

 

 

Whether it was 

making friends 

with campers 

from other schools 

or snorkeling for 

the first time, our 

students were 

always willing to give new things a 

try.  Our students are most certainly 

"World Changers".  

Hello Everyone! 
     I hope all of you were able to attend 

your child's graduation or moving-on 

ceremony.   

     At the graduation I was blown 

away by the ability of our graduates to 

express (in front of a crowd) how they 

felt about their school, teachers, and 

their own actions which led to their 

graduation. We are all incredibly 

proud of them. 

     While parents and friends always 

come to graduation exercises, some 

don't realize how important it is for 

them to recognize their child's 

achievement all along the way.  If you 

came, I know that you were very 

pleased with the ceremonies. If you 

were unable to make this year's 

ceremony, I hope you will be able to 

find a way to attend the one for next 

year. 

     One other thought: Now that you 

have your children for the summer, 

you will be able to share what they 

have learned and what they are 

learning now. One way that kids seem 

to love, is to have “family reading."  

     Here is what it is, if you haven't 

been already doing it:  The family 

chooses a book that everyone would 

like to read and then everyone sits 

down together and each person reads a 

bit of the book out loud.  Some 

families can read every day and others 

less often.  What is important is that 

you do it as often as possible for you. 

     Have a wonderful summer. 

 
Maureen Nealon, President 

Sedona Charter School 

Governing Council 

 Experiences outside of the classroom are important for more than just enhancing 

the academic curriculum; they build stronger social skills and emotional 

confidence in one’s ability to try new things. For many days, and even weeks 

following a field trip, students will talk and laugh together about things that 

happened; and that kind of friendship is difficult to create in a typical day-to-day 

classroom experience.  If we told anyone at the start of the year that we would be 

taking most of our UE students and their parents up Angel’s Landing at Zion 

National Park, I think we would have had a lot of doubters. However, we did it 

together, and when we got back to the campground and learned that just about all 

65 people made it to the saddle, we were in disbelief. 
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Lower Elementary:  Bob and Terri Wentsch, Katarina Houser,  Amy Tedrick, 

 Dolores Biermann, Meri Thomason  

Upper Elementary:  Lisa Hirsch, Bill Baker, Maija Alanen, Lucy Schwill (SPED), 

                                  Jacquie Randall 

Middle School:     Jenn Jordan, Tim Marsh 

Administration: Alice Madar, Katie Austin, Noelle Reeves 

Title I and Strings: Teri Lechowski, Kristina Beachell  

Our Montessori school challenges each 

child to achieve excellence through an individualized 

program.  We inspire a passion for learning, instill a sense 

of personal responsibility, and cultivate a respect for the 

environment and involvement in the community. 

165 Kachina Drive 
Sedona, AZ 86336 


